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MetroWest is a great place to live.  I have a list of reasons why, but right now at the top of that 
list are the people – courageous, caring, committed people of all ages and stages.
In the last few months, over and again, we have seen people come together.  People in 
MetroWest let their voices be heard – from the Concert Across America to Prevent Gun Violence 
in September and the overwhelming response to the Rainbow Peace Flag Project to the Interfaith 
Vigil for Those Touched by Addiction to the rally and reception in support of the Islamic Center 
of Boston in Wayland at the end of December, after they received a letter that addressed them as 
“children of Satan” and threatened violence against them.  
People spontaneously rallied on the Common on a weekday night with flags and banners mak-
ing it clear that hate has no place in Natick.  People gathered on a Saturday afternoon to declare 
that  “Black Lives Matter.”  Youth from the middle and high schools helped to lead a candlelight 
vigil at the beginning of the holiday season in declaring that “Natick is United.”  Leaders from 
our schools, town government, faith communities, business associations, police and emergency 
and health departments have partnered with neighborhood groups and organizations like Spark 
Kindness, Natick Together for Youth and Keep Natick Beautiful to support our core values as 
communities.
The work continues.  And it is going to take all of us.  So this year more than any other, I hope 
you will join the Interfaith Community and the Natick Public Schools for an event, which 
celebrates the life and vision of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at 10 AM on January 16th at Wilson 
Middle School.  Working together with the “Natick is United” coalition, the planning team for 
this event has moved the start time to 10 AM in order to have a chance to gather in the cafeteria 
following the event, because we want you to meet some important people.
We want you to meet each other and the many organizations that are doing the work that helps 
us live into the vision of Dr. King.  We want to offer you a half hour to meet the variety of people 
from different backgrounds and faith traditions who live all around us.  We want East Natick to 
meet West Natick and the north side of town to talk to the south side of town because the real 
source of our strength is our diversity.
You can read more about this event inside, as well as the opportunity that we will have as a 
congregation on January 15th to welcome as our guest preacher, T J Harper, the new Associate 
for Racial Justice for the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ. (Visit www.
macucc.org/racejustice to learn more about his work with the conference.)  In the new year, there 
will be groups discussing environmental action and gun violence and white privilege and mass 
incarceration, because it is important that we keep the conversation going and educate ourselves 
for the challenges ahead.  The Peace Pole next to our “Front Porch” lays out our task in a simple 
prayer, “May peace prevail on earth.”  Starting again here, starting again now. 
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Our Tree of Life
We hold in our hearts the family and friends of Bea Rich, 
who was the mother of Lorraine Oakes’ son-in-law, 
Irwin.  They gathered on November 8th at Temple Beth 
Beth Shalom in Framingham to remember and celebrate 
her life.
During worship on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 
20th, we celebrated with the Mansfield family as Ellie 
Beverly Mansfield began the journey of faith in the sac-
rament of baptism.  Ellie is the daughter of Cheryl and 
Jefferson Mansfield and sister of “JJ.”
Also on November 20th we welcomed 3 new members 
to our congregation – Matt and Jen Brennemen and Ra-
chel Schmitt.  Thanksgiving Sunday was a great day to 
link our history and our hope as we celebrated the com-
mitment of these new members who join the long line of 
those who have witnessed to the transforming power of 
God in this place.  

Left: Rachel Schmitt holding her son, Avery; 
Right: Jen & Matt Brenneman with their children Cameron, 

Madelyn & Tyson

We hold in our hearts the family of Connor Heffler.  
Connor was a student  in the 6th grade at Wilson Middle 
School. He died on November 25 after 20 months of 
tenaciously living every minute.  In his short life, he 
taught many people about the power of kindness, gener-
osity, courage, resilience, and community.   He will be 
greatly missed by his family, his friends and his town.
We celebrate with John Weagraff who marked the 35th 
anniversary of his ordination on December 13th.  The 
date for the ceremony had to be postponed for a week 
when a blizzard made the original time impossible.  We 
are grateful that snow was not allowed to have the last 
word and that ordination made John’s ministry official.  
It has been a ministry, which has touched so many lives 
over the years, especially of those coping with mental 
health issues.  It is a gift to have him as our Outreach 
Minister.

Wayne and Jeanette Szretter are picking 
up speed in the grandparent department.  
On December 12th,  they welcomed Liam  
Leece Szretter to the world.  He weighed 8 
pounds, 7 ounces.  The proud parents are 
Mark and Alicia Szretter.

Congratulations to Myriam Jennings who was sworn in as 
a citizen of the United States at Faneuil Hall on December 
15th.  We celebrated in coffeehour with a cake decorated 
with both the American and Chilean flags and Myriam’s 
wonderful smile!!

Thanks for your support of 
“Chaplains on the Way!”
The Christmas tree in the vestry was filled with gift cards by 
the end of December, supporting the street outreach of Chap-
lains on the Way in Waltham. Under our tree were donations 
of socks and hats and mittens and scarves – things that can 
make such a big difference to those who are unhoused.  In 
addition to MacDonalds or Dunkin Donut gift cards that give 
unhoused folks a chance to get indoors for a while and use 
the rest rooms to wash up and grab a cup of coffee to warm 
up, many also donated Charlie Cards to assist them with 
transportation in the new year.  Gift card donations totaled 
over $500!
The Christmas story began with those who were on the road 
and unable to find a place to stay.  These gifts help to change 
the story, if only for an hour, for those who face closed 
doors today.  They proclaim the gospel in more than words 
with their reminder that, housed or unhoused, we are all still 
God’s beloved sons and daughters.



“Drop-in Time” with Tiffany
An invitation from Student Minister, 
Tiffany Spigarolo
Wednesday, January 4th, 5 - 7 PM @ Panera’s
Thursday, January 24, 5 - 7 PM @ Panera’s
The idea of a church being a community is something that has been 
a part of our faith tradition for ages.  If you look back to when we 
were first building the United States of America, the church was at 
the heart of each town so that all could get to the church for meeting, 
discussion, and service.  This church does a great job of being Natick’s 
front porch, still remaining in the heartbeat of the town and doing all 
that we can to reach out to those in the community.  
I am so excited to be a part of this community and to meet all of you, 
so I have created a “drop in time” at Panera Bread in Natick.  This 
drop in time gives me an opportunity on a week night to meet with 
people and get to know each of you.  There are no appointments 
because it is a casual time for you to come and break bread with 
me and whoever else drops in.  There are no time constraints on the 
amount of time that you need to stay, either.  If you have children or 
youth in the church, I would love to meet them too!  I am excited to be 
a part of this church and this drop in time gives me more opportunity 
to get to know you.  I already had some good conversations with some 
of you last month when you came to drop in times and I look forward 
to getting to know even more of you!

New Member Sunday is January 29th
On Sunday, January 29th following worship, our congregation will 
gather for our Annual Meeting.  The word “congregational” in our 
name may not be a word we frequently encounter elsewhere, but it is 
key to who we are.  It says that the members of this church have an 
important role in defining our identity and determining our priorities.  
Annual Meeting is the opportunity to set the course for the new year, 
to elect our leadership teams and approve our budget.  If you have 
been thinking about joining our congregation, January 29 is not only 
our next Sunday to receive new members – it also allows you to be a 
part of making the decisions that will shape 2017.
If you have decided that this is the right time for you to make a 
commitment to membership, it would be a privilege and pleasure 
to welcome you into our fellowship during our Sunday morning 
worship on January 29th before we gather in the vestry for our Annual 
Meeting and Luncheon.  As we affirm in our bylaws, membership 
matters. “Members shape the direction and provide the leadership that 
empowers us as a community and as individuals to ‘express the love 
and welcome of Christ.’  We believe that church membership provides 
a unique opportunity to live more fully into and to express our faith.”  
Vicky would welcome the chance to get together with you, to answer 
your questions and learn about your interests.  If January 29th is not 
a good date for you, we will be receiving new members again at the 
beginning of Lent and it would be great to know the dates that might 
work for your schedule.  Just contact Vicky (508-653-0971 or pastor@
firstchurchnatick.org).

Have you said, “I’m IN?” 
2017 Stewardship update
More and more folks decided to respond to the 
2017 Stewardship invitation to say “I’m In!”  Since 
Stewardship Sunday at the beginning of November, 
we have added over 20 pledges, bringing the current 
number to 82 pledges for a total of $253,264.  We 
are so grateful to all of you who jumped right in to 
support the mission and ministries of First Church 
with a pledge for 2017. Your support makes it pos-
sible for First Church to remain a witness to the 
extravagant welcome of God in the center of Natick 
for years to come.  So much is going on in our 
world right now that demands our witness and our 
vision.  We want to be part of creating an inclusive, 
safe and supportive community for people all ages, 
backgrounds and abilities. 
If you have not yet made a pledge for 2017, there is 
still time to have your pledge included in the update 
that will be presented to Annual Meeting at the end 
of January.  Any amount makes difference.  Per-
haps what you can commit right now is a dollar a 
week.  Your $52 might be that extra bump that buys 
a new resource for the children’s classrooms or that 
reaches out to touch lives through Family Promise 
or the Natick Food Pantry.  Every little bit counts.   
If you think that there is an amount that will work 
for you, say “I’m In” by filling out a pledge card.  
You can find them at any entry or you can give us 
a call (508-653-0971) and we will pop a card in the 
mail to you. You can either mail your pledge to the 
office (First Congregational Church, 2 East Central 
Street, Natick, MA 01760), or drop it in the offer-
ing plate on Sunday.  And as an added bonus, all 
new pledgers will receive a free “A Place for You” 
limited edition church tee shirt.  Returning pledgers 
are eligible to receive a tee shirt at half price for $5!  
Bargain of the century! 
Your support means so much for what we can be 
and accomplish together. While all gifts are appreci-
ated, a pledge allows us to budget most effectively 
and set our priorities responsibly.  Thank you for the 
many ways that you say “I’m IN!” and support our 
“Front Porch” witness in the heart of MetroWest!



Community Gathers for Gun Violence 
Prevention Sabbath 
About 40 people from our congregation and the wider community 
gathered on our “Front Porch” on December 14th to remember the 4th 
anniversary of the shooting in Newtown, CT and to participate in a 
Community Forum in our vestry following the brief candlelight vigil.  
Joining us for the vigil and forum was Sarah Doyle, the faith commu-
nity coordinator for Moms Demand Action and representatives from the 
rainbow Peace Flag Project.  The candlelight vigil included the unveil-
ing of the a lighted peace flag sign that we hope will be installed on the 
common in the coming weeks.
The Community Forum featured Dr. Michael Siegel, a professor in 
BU’s School of Public Health, who shared both his research on gun 
violence and a path to prevention by outlining the shift in the last 30 
years around tobacco marketing.  By shifting the focus from tobacco 
as an individual issue to a public health concern, changes in perception 
and law gradually reduced tobacco use in the US and stripped the in-
dustry of consumer support.  He believes the same shifts could happen 
in the firearm industry and sees recent victories in universal background 
checks in Washington, California and Nevada as an indication that we 
are beginning to make progress toward reducing the 30,000 firearm 
related deaths that occur in the US every year making us a world leader 
in gun deaths.
Also joining Dr. Siegel were Representative David Linsky, who out-
lined some of the initiatives that will come before the Massachusetts 
legislature in its next session, and Chief James Hicks, who described 
his role in licensing gun owners in Natick.  The issue that looms on the 
horizon in the new administration is that of “reciprocity” which would 
greatly curtail the ability of towns and states to control firearm avail-
ability within their borders if an individual is licensed in another state.  
For more information about gun violence, please check out these web 
sites:
momsdemandaction.org  /  everytown.org  /  decembersabbath.org
stophandgunviolence.org  /  mapreventgunviolence.org

(Daily News & Wicked Local Photos by Jeff Swerdlick)

Guest Preacher for MLK 
Sunday on January 15th
2016 was a troubling year in the US as we grap-
pled with a legacy of race and white privilege.  The 
issues are complex and they evoke many reactions.  
It is exactly because the topic is so tough that we 
moved it up as a priority to address through our 
spiritual vitality opportunities.  Partnering with 
leaders from the Massachusetts Conference of the 
United Church of Christ, we were able to host two 
conversations on race, as well as a two day training 
retreat to help us become aware of the impact of 
white privilege on our ability to see and eliminate 
bias.
Our focus on race and white 
privilege continues in 2017.  It 
is perhaps even more urgent 
given the current political cli-
mate.  On Sunday, January 15th, 
TJ Harper will be our guest 
preacher for morning worship, as we remember 
the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  TJ 
is the new Associate for Racial Justice Ministries 
for the Mass Conference. TJ is a magna cum laude 
graduate of Xavier University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in political science and economic policy.  He 
has worked with the City of Chicago’s Law Depart-
ment and Clerk’s Office, as well as U.S. Senator 
Richard Durbin’s office.  TJ is committed to inspir-
ing social change and is excited to be working with 
MACUCC staff and churches.  You can learn more 
about his work with the conference and read his 
monthly devotional on race at www.macucc.org/
racejustice.

“A Place for You” 
Tee Shirts

You can sport your very 
own stylish 2017 First 
Church Natick tee shirt 
for just $10!  The peri-
winkle blue tee shirts were 
designed by the amazing 
Deborah Norcross and they 
feature our now famous 

Adirondack chair.  The caption on the front reads 
“a place for….” and the writing on the chair fills 
in some of the reasons that folks can say that First 
Church is a place for me!
Pick up your tee shirt from the church office or 
contact the church office to arrange pick up during 
coffeehour.



Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
12th Annual Natick Community 

Celebration
Monday, January 16, 2017, 10:00 AM

Wilson Middle School Auditorium

The Interfaith Clergy Association of Natick and the 
Natick School Department, SPARK Kindness, and 

Natick Together for Youth invite you to join in a commu-
nity celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Music by the Johnson Elementary School Peacemakers Chorus
Performance Groups from the Middle and High Schools

Prize winners from the MLK Essay Contest
Guest Speaker: Jim Kates, “Freedom Summer 1964”

We invite you to join with a wide variety of representatives 
of the Natick community for an Interfaith Service Honoring 
the Life and Witness of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  and stand 
up for justice and truth in a world that is far too quick to label 
people by their race or ethnicity or beliefs.  
Our speaker in 2017 will be Jim Kates, who comes to us 
through Facing History and Ourselves.  As a 19-year-old col-
lege student, Mr. Kates worked with the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which brought together 
both black and white volunteers.  In 1964 he traveled to Mis-
sissippi as part of  “Freedom Summer” to advocate for civil 
rights and equal voting rights for African Americans. 
A free will offering will celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Natick METCO, which makes it possible for Boston students 
to attend public school in surrounding, largely suburban 
school districts.
Community service projects and conversations will follow 
the celebration.  At a time when polarization seems to be the 
norm, we can made a difference in our little corner of the 
world.  Now more than ever, we need people who again will 
“Stand up for righteousness, stand up for justice and stand up 
for truth.”

Community Gathers to Support 
and Remember 
On December 18th, our community gathered to support those 
who have lost loved ones to addiction.  The holiday season can 
be a difficult time of year for those who struggle with addiction 
and those who love them.  It can be a devastating time of year 
for those who have lost a loved one to this growing epidemic.

To support those individuals and fami-
lies, we gathered in the sanctuary to light 
candles of remembrance, to be gathered 
by the wonderful music of Chris Letizia 
and Pastor Gina Praino and Carolyn 
Waters and to hear from Katie Sugarman, 
who has been the coordinator of Natick 
Together for Youth and this summer 
became Natick’s Prevention and Outreach 
Program Manager to assist our town in 
responding especially to the opioid crisis. 
Students from Natick Against Student 
Substance Abuse (NASSA) volunteered 

as ushers for the vigil. They also baked and assembled small 
bags of cookies because they wanted to do something personal 
to let community members who are impacted by this issue 
know that they are thinking of them.  There were opportunities 
for healing prayer at the conclusion of the service as well as a 
candlelight walk around the common to demonstrate how impor-
tant it is that we remain aware and active in reversing numbers 
which now average five people a day in Massachusetts dying of 
overdoses.  These are neighbors and friends, sons and daughters, 
moms and dads whose lives are ending far too soon because of 
this crisis.
If you would like more information, visit 
www.NatickTogetherforYouth.org to learn more about their 
outreach in the community.
You can also find additional resources through these groups:
MetroWest Grief Recovery After a Substance Passing (GRASP) 
Support Group – Contact Kathy Leonard at (508) 460-2002 or 
metrowestgrasp@gmail.com for more information.  Meetings held 
the first Thursday of every month, 6:30-8:00 at First Church in 
Marlborough, Congregational, 37 High Street, Marlborough.
SOAR (Supporting Our Addicts’ Recovery) Natick parent sup-
port group – Contact SOARNatick@gmail.com or follow SOAR 
Natick on Facebook for more information.  Meetings held every 
other Tuesday, 7:00-8:30 PM at the Morse Institute Library.
Learn to Cope: Get support from other parents and families who 
have experienced the addiction of a loved one. Participants can 
also be trained to carry Naloxone (Narcan) in order to reverse an 
opioid overdose. Go to www.learn2cope.org for more informa-
tion.  Meetings held every Wednesday, 7:00 PM at the Edward 
M Kennedy Community Health Center, 354 Waverly Street, 
Framingham Center (3rd floor conference room C on right).

Katie Sugarman



A Big Thank You to our Terrific 
Poinsettia “Elves!”
A wonderful team of people brought a little bit of Christmas 
cheer to those in our congregation who are shut-in at this time 
of the year.  Following worship on December 18th, beautiful 
poinsettias donated by members and friends were delivered, 
along with holiday greetings to those homebound members 
and friends who find it hard to worship with us.  Thanks to the 
Weddles, Carolyn Cheever and Gail Martin, the Porters, Sue 
Mascioli, Bob and Jean Sniffin, the Foley family, the Gilkes 
family, Kerri Hayes and Jack Rigueiro.
And special thanks to Myrna Bartlett and Deb Evers for collect-
ing donations and dedications, and to Myrna Bartlett, who also 
personalized and decorated cards to accompany each plant!

We filled the Thanksgiving 
baskets again!
Thanks to all those who were able to contribute to make this 
year’s Thanksgiving Ingathering such a success.  We set a new 
record with 56 homemade pies added to all the donations of 
squash and potatoes and stuffing and gravy and cranberry sauce 
that were piled high around the communion table on November 
20th.  With precision choreography, the bags were transported 
to the stage where the items were sorted and repacked into 
cars and dropped off during coffeehour at the Natick Service 
Council to be ready for the assembly of Thanksgiving baskets 
on Monday morning.  We far exceeded our goal of 30 of each 
item.  Thanks to your support and many others in our commu-
nity like you, 694 people sat down to a holiday meal with all 
the fixings this Thanksgiving!

Riverbend Bible Study 
January 5th and February 2nd @ 2 PM
Despite all the cute children’s toys and graphics that feature 
Noah and his ark, it actually is a pretty scary story.  God gets so 
mad at the inability of people to choose what is good that God 
opts for a “do-over” on a epic scale – a flood that nearly wipes 
out all living things but for the tiny band of creatures locked up 
in a boat for 40 days while the storm outside rages.  The story 
is more than a little unsettling considering that people really 
haven’t improved much in their ability to choose the good over 
the eons since the rains stopped and the flood waters subsided.  
What does this curious moment in our sacred story say about 
God and what does it say about us?  
We meet in the library at Riverbend Rehab, 34 South Lincoln, 
South Natick, hosted by Barbara Hayes and Alva Chapin.  Our 
meetings occur on the first Thursday of the month.  No prepara-
tion is required.  We will have all the materials on hand and can 
get you up to speed lickety-split if you have to miss a session.  
If you need transportation to Riverbend, contact the church 
office and we will arrange to pick you up (508-653-0971 or 
admin@firstchurchnatick.org).

Gifts that Keep on Giving ~ 
Christmas Offering
Thanks to you, our 2016 special Christmas Offering raised  
a total of $1,754.38 for two important organizations!  This 
year again our offering will reach out with the good news 
of a light that no darkness can overcome.   
Our gifts will assist folks close to home through the 
Friends of Natick METCO, which marks their 50th an-
niversary in 2017.  Natick METCO promotes diversity and 
educational opportunities for Boston students in Natick 
schools.  Today 54 students from Boston are attending 
Natick’s middle and high schools through the METCO 
program.  Our Christmas offering will provide funds to 
eliminate barriers to full inclusion in our school programs 
faced by some METCO students – barriers like the cost of 
music lessons or SAT prep classes or sports fees, or field 
trips.
Our gifts will also reach out through ARISE (Advocacy 
for Refugee & Immigrant Services for Empowerment).  
ARISE is a small, all-volunteer organization in the 
Worcester area established by several refugees and im-
migrants.  Seeing the limits of what official resettlement 
agencies can do, ARISE goes beyond the constraints of 
these agencies to provide grassroots advocacy and educa-
tion to the refugee community.  Our gifts will help ARISE 
at a particularly difficult time when anxieties are running 
high, given our unsettled political climate.  Not only do our 
gifts help fund basic needs, they also counter messages of 
hate and fear.  ARISE assists these families to begin again 
and find a bright tomorrow.

Lunch Bunch 
Friday, January 20th and February 17th 
beginning at 12:30 PM
We are putting our chips down on January 20th and Febru-
ary 17th and hoping that the weather patterns that come 
barreling in across the continent will somehow manage 
to skip those dates and we will weave our way in and out 
of snowstorms to keep Lunch Bunch going through these 
winter months.  Last year we were particularly fortunate 
and we are hoping that our luck repeats for another season  
because winter is long and it can feel like forever that you 
have been indoors once cabin fever sets in.  Lunch Bunch 
is the perfect cure to cabin fever.  Here’s hoping we picked 
the right dates to warm up in the company of great people 
and good conversation.  
Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!”  Just bring 
along a brown bag lunch, but leave some space for treats 
because there are always some tasty goodies to share.  
Even if you can’t linger, stop by and say hello.  If you need 
transportation, contact the church office and we would be 
glad to arrange to pick you up (508-653-0971 or admin@



“Souper Bowl” 
is Sunday, February 5th!

“East” will meet “West” at 2 East Central Street in the heart of Natick in a 
re-match of the “Kings” vs the “Caesars.”  This year, we give the names a dif-
ferent twist at the suggestion of David Coulter.  The “Kings” will be named in 
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King and the “Caesars” will be named in honor of 
Caesar Chavez, labor leader and civil rights activist.  The Caesars of the “West” 
unseated the two-time victors from the “East,” in 2016.
Congratulations!  Both teams in the congregation made it into the Souper 
Bowl!  I know that it takes great teamwork to get into the playoffs.  This is 
the time of year that we need everybody to rally together to pull off a win for 
your team.  How do you score points as a team?  There are a few different 
ways.  This is your chance to come together as a team and win the Souper 
Bowl!  The challenge begins again right now and concludes at the end of wor-
ship on Sunday, February 5th.

The rules are straightforward:
Determine if you live east or west of Route 27!  If you live east of 27, you are 
a King.  If you live west of 27, you are a Caesar.  If you are geographically 
challenged, check which direction the sun rises (east) and plot your coordi-
nates accordingly.
Place your donation either in cash or food product in your team’s basket or 
soup pot in the front of the sanctuary any Sunday.  For each item or every 
dollar contributed, the team will earn a point. Or you can go on-
line to make your contribution!  Visit YouGiveGoods at https://
yougivegoods.com/natick-souperbowl2017 or scan this QR 
Code.  You will find a range of products that you can choose to 
make your team contribution.  YouGiveGoods delivers directly 
to the Natick Food Pantry at the conclusion of the drive!  No 
fuss, no bother, no need to remember to bring your stuff on Sunday.  You can 
even make your donation from your smart phone during worship!  If the score 
narrows, an on-line donation might turn the tide in favor of our team.
All food donations and money raised will go to the Natick Food Pantry.  For 
those of you who are new to the game this has become a new tradition in the 
church.  It doesn’t matter if you are a football fan or not this kind of Souper 
Bowl is different than any other.  It’s not about the team that will win but in-
stead about the points that will be scored in the game.  Every point that a team 
earns is another gift to someone who needs a team to help them in life.  This 
is an opportunity to give back to the community that we are a part of.  This is 
also an opportunity to have a little fun with friendly competition.
This is the time to get your team together and rally to win the big game!

Got any good jokes? 
Holy Humor Sunday 
is February 26th
We are moving another great tradition 
up in the calendar in 2017 – our Annual 
Holy Humor Sunday.  Usually we cele-
brate Holy Humor after Easter because 
Easter cannot be limited to one day 
on that calendar. Holy Humor Sunday 
gives us an opportunity to celebrate and 
give thanks for all those little resurrec-
tions that we experience in our world 
and our lives.
The custom was rooted in the mus-
ings of early church theologians (like 
Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John 
Chrysostom) that God played a practi-
cal joke on the devil by raising Jesus 
from the dead. “Risus paschalis – the 
Easter laugh,” the early theologians 
called it.
This year we plan to celebrate Holy 
Humor as part of our Mardi Gras 
festivities on February 26th before we 
begin the season of Lent.  In 2017, 
Easter Sunday is a lot later than it was 
last year.  It falls on April 16th.  So you 
will have plenty of time to collect some 
good jokes before Lent begins!  
If you have a joke that you would like 
to tell or to share?  We’d love to hear it!  
Give the office a call (508-653-0971) 
or send it to us (admin@FirstChurch-
Natick.org) any time.  There will also be 
“open mike” joke time during worship!



Greetings from the Preschool 
Classrooms
from Teresa Iodice, Preschool Director
Happy New Year! 2016 was a great year for the children in the 
Ducks, Chickadees, Kookaburras and Puffins Classrooms. We 
are confident that 2017 will be even better!
When we turn the page on the calendar and start a brand new 
year, we receive the gift of time. Have you made your New 
Year’s resolutions? Will you keep them? There is one I would 
like to make and keep, but I’ll probably forget sometimes. 
I want to take a moment to look around each day. Each day 
shows us something beautiful. We see the beauty of winter 
snow sparkling in the sun. Spring and summer are delightful 
with flowers and warmth. Fall gives us leaves with rich shades 
of yellow and red. And, at the FCC Preschool, we see smil-
ing faces and the excitement of friends joyously playing and 
learning together.
Each day in this wonder-filled world there is so much for us to 
notice and appreciate, especially when children are a part of it. 
Special times often happen when you least expect them. The 
sun, the stars at night, the rivers and trees, and a child’s laugh-
ter are all wonderful and I don’t want to miss the wonder by 
forgetting to look or becoming too busy to notice.
So, I want to start the year off by looking around and appreciat-
ing my surroundings. With this fresh new year beginning, I am 
grateful for all the good I have in my life. I am thankful for you 
and for all the helping hands that ensure the well-being of each 
child at the Preschool. Our Preschool program flourishes be-
cause of you and the assistance from so many dedicated people.
May 2017 be a great year, and best wishes to you, your fami-
lies and friends. 

Open Enrollment for Preschool 
Year 2017/2018
Placement in classrooms for the upcoming preschool year are 
available. Families interested in securing their child’s enroll-
ment for next year should contact Teresa Iodice, Preschool 
Director, at 508-655-2171 for registration information.

FCC Preschool Annual 
Scholarship Appeal
Every year our preschool provides need-based scholarships 
to multiple families that make it possible for their children to 
attend our preschool. These students might not have the op-
portunity to attend preschool at all without this assistance.  It 
has been a long tradition of our church to support this mission 
of our preschool and so I hope that you will consider making a 
donation to the FCC Preschool Scholarship Fund when you re-
ceive our annual scholarship appeal letter in the mail this month.

Children’s Stewardship Project 
Update
DCF Kid’s Fund – Emergency Placement 
Project
Our children have been faithfully bringing their offerings each 
Sunday to support our Children’s Stewardship program.  This 
year our Children’s Sunday Offering will go to the DCF Kid’s 
Fund to provide backpacks to children entering foster care. 
Each year over 8,000 children enter the Massachusetts Foster 
Care System; many of them leave their homes for reasons 
of abuse or neglect with their few belongings placed in trash 
bags.  They arrive at their new foster home disoriented, hungry 
and scared.  We want to change that picture to one of kindness 
and hope by providing backpacks with personal care items, 
pajamas and a stuffed animal to help ease the transition of a 
difficult situation. For children in foster care, the backpack is 
more than a collection of items and a way to carry them – it’s 
proof that there are people who care at a time when they feel 
most alone.  
We set a goal to collect $500 for this worthy cause and I am 
happy to report that we are nearly halfway to our goal!  As of 
the end of December we have raised $240.  This is a won-
derful lesson in compassion, paired with generosity, for our 
children.

Annual Pops concert performed 
by the Heritage Chorale
Sunday, February 12, 2007 at 4:00 pm 
Temple Shir Tikva in Wayland
The concert features “The best of the best … smile, weep, and 
cheer as you experience a selection of the best music from 
the past twenty nine years of Pops programs.”  Songs include 
“Can’t Help Falling in Love” (recorded by Elvis Presley), 
“Get Me to the Church” (My Fair Lady), “Where Have All the 
Flowers Gone” (recorded by Peter, Paul & Mary), a medley 
from “Music Man,” “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” (from The 
Lion King), “Michael Row the Boat Ashore,” and many others 
familiar to you.  You’ll be humming the tunes as you leave the 
concert!  
Driving directions:  North on Rt. 27 to Wayland; turn right 
on Rt. 20 towards Weston; Temple Shir Tikva will be on your 
right - plenty of parking. 
FCC singers include Ken High, Sarallyn Keller and Jonathan 
Guest.



Caring Conversations 
Mondays: January 23, 30 & February 6 @ 7 PM
One of the supporting structural beliefs in the United 
Church of Christ is that we are all called to be ministers to 
one another.  We are called to show one another love and 
compassion.   You might care, but are you intimidated by 
the idea of visiting someone in the hospital?  Does it seem 
overwhelming to deliver Easter lilies to someone you don’t 
know?  What does it mean to be engaged in lay ministry? We 
invite you to join us to learn how to be a better caregiver and 
listener. For three consecutive Monday evenings beginning 
on January 23, we will engage in a small group discussion 
about the ministry of congregational care and visitation.  We 
will attempt to de-mystify this ministry of compassion and 
care to make First Church a place where we are engaged in 
supporting and affirming each other with love.

Faith vs. Fear
Wednesdays: January 4, 11 & 18 @ 7 PM
Over 30,000 people are killed each year by guns in the United 
States. Should we simply accept the toll of gun violence as the 
norm in our nation?  Isn’t it time that we looked more deeply 
at the problem of gun violence from our faith perspective? 
Engaging in the sometimes difficult dialogue around gun vio-
lence is one important step in the process.  Over a three-week 
period beginning on January 4th, we will examine the issue of 
guns in America and discuss how we might be called to action.

Spotlight on Natick and Civil Rights
Sunday evening, January 22nd at 7:00 PM
Natick has a long and rich history, so long and rich that when 
we dig into the past, we often uncover insights and perspec-
tives that can influence the present as well as our future direc-
tions.  We begin the new year with a great opportunity to look 
back and discover some of those treasures. Natick historian, 
Marg Balcom will be our guest speaker to shine the spotlight 
on aspects of Natick’s history which may be new to you.  Civil 
rights was not born in the 1960’s.  The continuum of change 
began in 1638.  Learn more from the experts about the impact 
of civil rights in our core city of Boston as well as locally in 
the town of Natick.

Join us “At the Well” 
Sunday evenings:  January 8, February 12, 
March 12, April 2 & May 7
Our busy lives leave us thirsty for purpose and meaning.  Join 
us for one Sunday evening a month to refresh yourself “At 
the Well” with mindfulness and centering prayer.  Take time 
to push aside your overwhelmed and over-committed self to 
perhaps make just enough room for God to show up.

Faith Beyond Bars
Wednesdays, February 1, 8, & 15 @ 7pm

Issues of justice 
are at the core of 
our faith. Even 
in the midst of 
profound bro-
kenness, we are 
challenged to 
seek out the im-

age of God in the complex and challenging context of the 
criminal justice system. We cannot enter the conversation 
at arms-length. Because we are followers of Jesus, we are 
called to be present as ambassadors of healing, restoration 
and justice in jail cells, courtrooms, and prison yards and in 
the lives of the returning citizens and their families. Over 
a three-week period we will examine the pressing need to 
address the reality of mass incarceration in our country.

“Zootopia” Family Movie Night
Saturday, February 4, 2017 @6:30

Did you think 
that Zootopia 
was a mild-
mannered ani-
mated movie for 
children?  Think 
again!  Disney 
created a sear-

ing, complicated and subversive film about race, drugs and 
policy except with furry animals (including sloths!).  
Join us for a family viewing of this entertaining commen-
tary on life with popcorn and snacks provided.

TEDxNatick: Stories that Inspire
Saturday, January 21, 2017
Get your tickets early for the upcoming TEDxNatick 
event!  The event was sold out last year and with the excel-
lent list of speakers, we expect the NHS auditorium to be 
filled to capacity once again this year!  This highly talented 
group of speakers will bring energy, creativity, joy, and 
wonder to the TEDxNatick stage. With their Stories that In-
spire, they will explore a wide range of provocative topics, 
ranging from music composition to social reform, physics, 
poetry, health, architecture, sports, art, genetics, climate 
change, exercise, and more.  There are at least 11 speakers 
presenting during the event so far and they are adding to 
the schedule as the date approaches.
For more information and to purchase tickets, visit the 
website http://www.tedxnatick.org/.



West Virginia Work Camp 
Kickoff Meeting
Sunday, January 15 @ 12:30 PM in the vestry
West Virginia Work Camp is a week of service, faith forma-
tion, community building and Christian ministry.  The first 
meeting in preparation for the annual ecumenical service trip 
to the Cabell/Lincoln county work camp (June 18 - 25) will be 
at 12:30 PM on January 15th in the vestry.  
The West Virginia work camp involves a number of adults 
and youth traveling to West Virginia for one week every 
summer to repair homes and make them warm, safe, and dry.  
In addition to serving others for a week, this trip is an amaz-
ing opportunity to meet youth and adults from all over the 
country, and to reflect on the meaning of service and faith in 
a multicultural and relational Christian ministry.  Be ready to 
be transformed!
Questions?  Contact Steve Williams (774-270-1652; scrib-
ble46@verizon.net).

The women of First Church 
Natick will gather again for 
First Ladies Pub Trivia
Sunday, January 15th, 7:45 PM at the Dolphin 
Restaurant
All women of the church are invited to join us for our next 
gathering for Pub Trivia at The Dolphin on January 15.  You 
don’t need to have expertise in any particular area of trivia 
knowledge – although it does help to have an active sense 
of humor!.  Email Gretchen DuBois (gdubois2003@gmail.
com) to RSVP your attendance and to ensure that we secure 
enough seats at the table for our team. The Pub Trivia game 
starts at 8pm.  The rules are easy, there is plenty of time for 
conversation and to connect with other women from the 
church over munchies and beverages in between rounds, and 
there are usually warm chocolate chip cookies served before 
the game ends – so many reasons to give it a try!

God on Tap
Join us for Pub Theology at the 
Morse Tavern on January 25th 
@ 7:30 PM
Even if the weather is lousy on January 25th, the parking 
lot is easy, the munchies are tasty and the company is great!  
Don’t succumb to “cabin fever” – break out from under your 
fleece blanket and get your blood moving with some great 
conversation.
The format is simple – beer or non-alcoholic beverages, 
some munchies, a great group of interesting people and the 
spotlight is on God.  Everything is up for discussion!  Pub 
Theology is an excellent evening out.  We have some ques-
tions to launch the conversation, but we would love sugges-
tions of your burning issues.  Just note them on the sign-up 
board, or drop our student minister, Tiffany an email (tspi-
garo2006@gmail.com).
The cost is $10 to cover the beverages and munchies.  Seat-
ing is limited, so please sign-up in the vestry on Sunday or 
contact the church office to reserve your space (508-653-
0971; admin@FirstChurchNatick.org).

Refresh your spirit – 
Host coffee hour!
Coffee Hour is one of the things that we do every week that 
makes Sunday special.  Now it is easy to host!  No need to 
come early and make coffee!!  Our custodian will have the 
pot ready to go and tablecloths on the serving tables.  
Volunteers just need to serve and clean-up.  No food neces-
sary, unless you have something you wish to share!  We will 
have non-perishable items stocked on a rolling cart and juice 
and creamer in the fridge. Just leave worship on the last 
hymn and you will have plenty of time to put things out on 
the table.  At the end of coffee hour, rinse out the pot and the 
cream pitchers, fold up the tablecloths, return supplies to the 
cart and roll it back into the kitchen and you are done.
You can sign-up on the clipboard on the coffeehour table, 
through the church office (508-653-0971) or website (www.
firstchurchnatick.org) or you can just scan this code!  Hosts 
are still needed throughout 2017!



Reflection for a New Year
By Sarallyn Keller, Director of Spiritual Vitality & Congregational Care

Yesterday I found a resource from the Center for Progressive Renewal in my inbox.  I opened it because I usually find 
their resources to be helpful.  This one is titled What Does it Mean to be a People of Prophecy?  Well, that caught my 
attention – we tend to think of prophets as out of date, dusty old men who lived in the time of the Old Testament.  But is 
that an accurate description?  Is there room for prophets in our time?  What makes someone a prophet?  My definition 
would be someone who sees what is happening, then speaks up about what is happening and then takes action based 
on what they know.  So, I guess we can have prophets in our time and maybe it’s time we started listening for those 
prophetic voices.
The Center for Progressive Renewal (CPR) put this resource together in the wake of the November election that left so 
many progressive Christians feeling bereft.  We know that there are many people in our country who are hurting, but 
we didn’t know how fearful they were until we saw the results of the election.  And so the first prophetic message we 
should hear is “Wake up!”  We have grown complacent, when what we need to do is wake up and come out of our place 
of comfort and safety and speak truth to one another.
So ,where are we to find prophetic voices in our time and how do we know that they are speaking truth?  CPR provides 
a variety of spiritual practices to exercise our listening skills, to help us hear the truth in love.  
1. CPR recommends that we try to listen to the voice of someone who we 

disagree with the most - listen across the divide and wake up to each 
other’s worry, fear and pain.  Conversations like this are not easy, but 
can be transformative.  The NY Times has a helpful online resource 
called, How could you? 19 questions to ask loved ones who voted the 
other way, to get you started towards understanding those family mem-
bers or friends who mystify you.

2. Pete Santucci, a pastor of a new church plant in Bend, Oregon, says 
we can hear prophetic messages from comedians.  Comedians don’t 
always just want to make us laugh; they frequently want to wake us up 
to see our hypocrisy and self-deception.  It isn’t always easy to hear 
their message and let’s face it their message can be crude and explicit, 
but maybe we should allow ourselves to be unsettled by what they 
have to say.

3. January is full of Prophetic holidays – you could pick at least one of 
these days and find your personal way to keep it’s radical and prophetic potential alive.  Maybe your New Year’s 
resolution will go beyond losing a few pounds; or you will find a way to truly honor the radical Martin Luther 
King; or use Inauguration Day as a day of deciding where you need to take action; or find a meaningful way  to 
honor the Roe v Wade anniversary. 

4. Listen for prophetic voices in literature and music; on the TEDtalk stage; and on Saturday Night Live and Comedy 
Central.  Seek out voices that you don’t agree with too easily – be willing to be unsettled.

So, I am crossing over into the New Year with a resolution to wake up and pay attention to those people giving voice to 
truth, especially those speaking for the disadvantaged and disenfranchised, and to be moved to action by those voices – 
to work for justice, and seek kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Email me if you are interested in receiving a copy of this resource to use during January to open up to the possibility of 
being part of the “People of Prophecy” (sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org).

Peace & Blessings,
Sarallyn



Our 2016 Advent Candlelighters
Advent is a time of waiting and preparation.  It is also a time 
when the Christian year begins again.  To mark our new 
beginning, the lighting of the candles in the Advent wreath 
will be led during this season by those who are marking their 
own new beginnings.

Lighting the first candle of Ad-
vent were Maya, Ella, Ivy Lee 
and Diego Martineez.  They 
shared these words about a very 
special event in 2016.  “We 
spent the past year planning and 
hosting a very special celebra-
tion for Maya and Ella called a 
Quinceanera.  As Latino girls, it 
is tradition to have a large cele-

bration when you turn 15 years old.  The party celebrates the 
girls as they were as children with the promise of continued 
support from their closest friends and family as they enter a 
new beginning of womanhood.  The timing of this seems ap-
propriate as Maya and Ella began high school this fall where 
they will experience new academic challenges and make new 
lifelong friends. We feel very blessed to have been able to 
share this special event surrounded by our friends and family, 
some from as far away as Puerto Rico.  We are so grateful for 
the gifts of faith, community and spiritual growth, which our 
family has found through FCC Natick.  We look forward to 
2017 for new experiences and opportunities to share in the 
mission of this church.”    

Lauren Robbins, Wendy Robbins and 
Alice Bridinger lit the second candle of 
Advent and shared the following words 
with the congregation:  “This sum-
mer, Lauren passed the Massachusetts 
bar exam, a process three years in the 
making.  In November, Wendy, Daryl, 
Abby, and Alice Bridinger attended a 
memorable and very special swearing in 
ceremony at Faneuil Hall.  Once sworn 

in, bar passers become full-fledged lawyers.  Wendy proudly 
accompanied Lauren as she went up on stage and presented 
her with a letter of admittance from the clerk of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts.  We are so grateful for the 
support of our friends at FCC Natick and hope that 2017 will 
be another year of success.”

The third candle of Advent was 
lit by Ryan, Rhonda, Ryan, 
Jr. and April Mulloy and Ron 
and Brightie DeVincent.  They 
celebrated 2016 with these 
words: “The DeVincent and 
Mulloy families are thankful 
for so many things as we light 
the Advent candles together 
today.  We are blessed to have 

three generations together to share the magic of the holiday 
season.  As we reflect on the year, we are all so thankful that 
Brightie’s injury healed after a challenging year.  Brightie 
and Ron are so thankful for the prayers and kindness they 
received from our church family.  Rhonda and Ryan are 
thankful for all of the blessings their two children, Ryan 
Jr. and April have given them. Ryan Jr. is enjoying second 
grade at Brown School, and April is in the Puffins class 
right here at FCC!  We wish the FCC church family a happy, 
healthy and blessed New Year.”
Lighting the fourth candle of Advent were Will Hanna & 

Lisa Guild Hanna who wrote, 
“We have had a very exciting 
whirlwind of a year! We took 
a leap into our lives together 
and bought a house in Fram-
ingham in April.  Soon to 
follow that, we got married in 
June and were grateful to be 
able to celebrate with many 
friends and family – some 
from far-away places – on a 

beautiful summer day.  Since that day, we have learned that 
taking care of each other and building a home together is 
something we have been doing for years, love doing, and 
are now so happy to be doing in a permanent way.  We feel 
blessed that we are in love, and that our family members are 
happy and healthy.  We can’t wait to see what 2017 holds. 
Merry Christmas everyone!
And lighting the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve were  
some of our college students who were home for Christmas 
– Jessica Pierce, Amanda Sinesi, Alex Fusaro & Oliver Jen-
nings.  They are spread out across New England and beyond 
from Worcester and Providence to Virginia and Arizona!  It 
was wonderful to have them back at First Church to cel-
ebrate this holy night with us, surrounded by friends and 
family in the candlelight and soothing tones of Christmas 
carols.  We wish them well when they return to their studies 
in the New Year!

The next “Knitting Meet-Up” is 
Monday, January 9th @ 7PM
Come make beautiful scarves and shawls that we will give 
to members of the community.  Bring your own needles and 
yarn if you have them.  You can also just show up and we 
can teach you.  Questions?  Email lauracbiggs@gmail.com.



Our Holiday Front Porch ~ 
Doing Good Stuff, Having Great Fun

We were back out on the streets right after Thanksgiving reaching out in a variety of ways through our Holiday “Front 
Porch.”  Right out on the front lawn we created a work station for a whole army of folks of all ages who stopped by to assem-
ble “Healthy Snack Packs” to be distributed through the Natick Food Pantry.  Each bag was filled with tasty, healthy treats 
and a New Year’s greeting.  Over 200 snack packs were created by our diligent elves in under two hours.  Jeanette Szretter 
did a great job as the senior elf behind all the preparations!
At the same time, the amazing Brass Ensemble from our good neighbors, “Strike Up the Band” serenaded the gathering with 
an assortment of sing-along Christmas carols.  Two casts for our Living Nativity joined in the festivities and even the animal 
puppets chimed in with the singing to remind the crowd of chilly people out front of the reason for the season. Baskets in 
front of the crèche piled up with donations of diapers and kid-friendly food to restock the shelves at the food pantry.  And just 
on the other side of the flower bed, Janice Gilkes coordinated a holiday bake sale to raise some “dough” to help us cover our 
hosting expenses through Family Promise MetroWest, which offers support for homeless families with children as they seek 
permanent housing. Thanks so much to all our bakers and buyers!

	  



A great cast of singers sporting truly amazing Christmas sweaters and Santa hats squeezed into the dining room at Riverbend 
Rehab on the Sunday before Christmas to spread some holiday cheer and celebrate our two special residents - Alva Chapin 
and Barbara Hayes.  In addition to having Tom Foster on piano, we had additional accompaniment from Daryl Robbins on 
trumpet and Peter Bishop on drum.  The residents joined in singing all the classics, including the always popular Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer with the kids adding “Howdy Dudey, Rudy!”  It was the best traveling caroler production yet and that 
was probably because before we left to sing, we were all treated to Sarallyn’s homemade potato soup and rolls with Vicky’s 
chocolate chip cookies for dessert.  Yum!



During the Advent season, our sanctuary was transformed by 
symbols of peace... 

...reminding us in this time of so much tension in our nation and our world that we are all held by a deep peace that is stron-
ger than any we can create for ourselves.  By Christmas Eve, a ceiling of peace cranes and snowflakes revolved slowly over-
head as we prepared to welcome the Prince of Peace.  Many of the cranes and snowflakes were made by Sarallyn Keller, but 
she was also joined by a number of enthusiastic origami folders during coffee hour early in December.  Each week, more and 
more cranes brought a message of hope into worship.  In addition, each Sunday during Advent the congregation was invited 
to hang multi-colored peace cranes on the Christmas tree as a sign of some act of kindness that they offered during the week.  
As the tree grew more and more full of these little cranes, it invited us all to be thankful all those small acts of kindness and 
generosity and goodness that can make each day a blessing.

“The Littlest Angel”
We welcomed the Heavenly Host, outfitted in shiny haloes, to worship on December 18th to open our retelling of the won-
derful children’s Christmas story, The Littlest Angel.  The story was retold by a cast of a variety of ages and stages before the 
children returned to invite us all to celebrate with the carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful.”  The cast included Lorraine Oakes, 
Kelly Upchurch-Koslowski, Ryan McElaney, Kim High, Gail Martin, Miles Bishop, Sarabeth Guptill, Jenna Clausen, Erin 
Pomfret, Diana Porter, Bill Ladd, Marge Roberson, Gabi Dixon and Janet Levesque.



First Congregational Church of Natick
2 East Central Street

Natick, Massachusetts 01760

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 206

NATICK, MA 01760


